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Infamously	
  described	
  as	
  the	
  epitome	
  of	
  "barbaric	
  ostentaOon"	
  by	
  Johan	
  Huizinga,	
  the	
  late	
  medieval	
  court	
  
is	
  frequently	
  associated	
  with	
  tasteless	
  excess.	
  A	
  closer	
  examinaOon	
  of	
  the	
  aestheOcs,	
  ethics	
  and	
  poliOcs	
  of	
  
the	
  medieval	
  feast,	
  however,	
  offers	
  an	
  alternate	
  view.	
  This	
  presentaOon	
  considers	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  ways	
  
that	
  the	
  visual,	
  culinary,	
  and	
  performing	
  arts	
  at	
  the	
  courtly	
  table	
  were	
  used	
  to	
  culOvate	
  judgment	
  and	
  
discernment	
  of	
  all	
  types	
  in	
  their	
  elite	
  audiences.	
  	
  


